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What are the chief causes of fires? Accurate figures
in answer to this important question are hard to get. It
is true that the fire-protection authorities try to keep a records.
record of causes, but the information given in these records
is far from being generally satisfactory or complete. In
the case of one third or more of all the fires the cause is
set down as "unknown" or "not reported"; and in a
great many other cases the alleged causes may not be,
and probably are not, the real ones. Such things as "de-
fective wiring," "mice playing with matches/1 "sponta-
neous combustion," and various other snap diagnoses are
often put down because the true causes are not readily
ascertamable. As a reputed source of trouble "defective
wiring" has become very popular in recent years; yet it
is the opinion of electrical experts that not one fire in a
hundred can properly be laid to this cause. Incendiarism
is also a frequent allegation in the records of fires, even
when there is little or no reason to suspect any such origin,
If an owner knows that he has a personal enemy, he some-
times finds in that fact a sufficient reason for assigning
enmity as the cause of his misfortune. On the whole, the
figures are not very dependable; but, since they are com-
ing to be compiled with more care, they will in time doubt-
less be of greater value. European statistics as to the
causes of fires, on the other hand, may be used with full
confidence; for the cause is always determined after a
careful investigation and usually after a formal inquest.

Ignorance and lack of care may by general agreement
be set down as the chief causes of fires everywhere.    People Fire and
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do not seem to realize, for example, that movable gas
brackets are superlatively dangerous; it does not occur
to them that some time or other such fixtures are reason-
ably sure to be swung back against a curtain or brought

into contact with some other inflammable decoration.   Or